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This newspaper, produced in conjunction with the exhibitions taking place across six different venues
and contexts, and in collaboration with Steidl, serves as a portable archive that is meant to encapsulate
the essence of the various elements of Erasures. The newspaper takes its point of departure from Fazal
Sheikh’s multi-volume set of photographs on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, entitled The Erasure Trilogy
and published by Steidl in 2015. Divided into three separate volumes—Memory Trace, Desert Bloom, and
Independence /Nakba—the photographs and accompanying texts seek to explore the legacies of the Arab—
Israeli War of 1948, which resulted in the establishment of the State of Israel and in the reconfiguration
of territorial borders across the region. Elements of these volumes will be simultaneously exhibited at
the Slought Foundation (Philadelphia), the Pace/MacGill Gallery, Storefront for Art and Architecture,
and the Brooklyn Museum of Art (all New York), the Al-Ma’'mal Center for Contemporary Art (East
Jerusalem), and the Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center (Ramallah). In addition, historical documents and
materials related to the history of Al-Araqib, a Bedouin village that has been destroyed and rebuilt more
than eighty-five times in the ongoing “battle over the Negev,” will be presented at the Slought Foun-
dation. Together, this decentralized network of institutions, each functioning in different arenas and
with different mandates, collectively seeks to generate conversation across different sites, contexts, and
communities about the ongoing Arab—Israeli conflict and the politics of dispossession and displacement.
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From his first visit to Israel and the West Bank in late 2010, Fazal Sheikh came to believe that any effort
to understand the region had to confront the Arab—Israeli War of 1948. In his words, “the war and its
aftermath led to the depopulation of more than 450 Palestinian towns and villages and the flight of an
estimated 700,000 Palestinians to neighboring countries, refugee camps, and areas under Israeli military
rule. It was, in effect, the dissolution of Palestinian society, and has left a wound that has never healed.”

That the wound has never healed means that the violence, trauma, and ruin that were the signature
of the war do not only belong to the past. They cannot even be said to be restricted to any single
population or any one side of the conflict. This devastation can be read in the fact that Palestinians,
Bedouins, and Israelis all find themselves in mourning. In asking us to be attentive to the history that
simultaneously divides and binds these populations, Sheikh hopes to lay the groundwork for a poten-
tially transformative empathy. What is at stake is the possibility of exposing and countering the various
processes of erasure that have sought to erase both the violence of this history and the acts of erasure
themselves. In making these histories of dispossession visible, Erasures hopes to interrupt our historical
amnesia, and to transform our understanding of this ongoing conflict.
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BROOKLYN MUSEUM OF ART
New York
Desert Bloom
February 12 — June 5, 2016

SLOUGHT FOUNDATION
Philadelphia
Memory Trace, Desert Bloom, Al-‘Araqib
March 22 — May 31, 2016

AL-MA’MAL CENTER FOR
CONTEMPORARY ART
East Jerusalem
Memory Trace, Desert Bloom
April 15 — May 20, 2016

STOREFRONT FOR ART
AND ARCHITECTURE
New York
Memory Trace
April 20 — June 4, 2016

PACE/MACGILL GALLERY
New York
Independence/Nakba
April 21 — June 11, 2016

SAKAKINI CULTURAL CENTER
Ramallah
Memory Trace
May 2016
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MEMORY TRACE
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Memory Trace consists of a series of photographs of ruins and landscapes, and of several portraits of
Arab-Israelis and Palestinians who, having lived in the villages that were evacuated and mostly destroyed
during the 1948 war, were either displaced by the war or forced into refugee camps. Importantly, the
work also references the 1967 Six-Day War, which brought the populations of the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip, and the Golan Heights under Israeli occupation. The images are accompanied by the site’s latitu-
dinal and longitudinal coordinates, a reference to the population and number of houses on the site in
1948 or 1967, the date on which the village was evacuated and the occupying force and Israeli operation
that evacuated it, a brief note about what, if anything, replaced the village in the aftermath of the war,
a note about what is visible in the site today, and a statement about whether or not the village has been
renamed, is now without a name, or even registered in contemporary maps of Israel. In the instance of
the portraits, Sheikh includes excerpts from his interviews with those portrayed, from their accounts of
what they saw as their villages were evacuated and depopulated, or what they experienced after—and
as a result of—the war, and the sorrow and loss they have endured because of their inability to return
to their homes and land. That some of them died between the time Sheikh interviewed them and the
time the trilogy was published suggests the urgency of securing their increasingly fugitive testimonies.
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Anisa Ahmad Jaber Mahamid, Umm el-Fahem, 2011
Born in al-Lajjan — Jenin District in 1908
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LIFTA - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 2,958; Houses 410 (1931, including the
Schneller neighborhood)

Occupation date: Attacked on January 29, 1948; depopu-
lated by early February

Occupying forces: The Stern Gang (also known as Lehi)
reprisals on the outskirts of the village; Haganah and Etzel
military activity in the vicinity

Occupying operation: N/A

Post 1948: In February—March 1948, Jews evacuated from
front line Yemin Moshe were resettled in empty houses in
Lifta. In May of the same year, Lifta was settled with Jews
evacuated from ‘Atardt, which had fallen to the Jordanians,
and later with immigrants from Yemen and Kurdistan. By
the 1960s, most of the aforementioned had left. In 1950,
Lifta was annexed to the municipality of Jerusalem. The
Giv'at Sha’lil neighborhood of Jerusalem was extended
onto its land, as well as Upper Romema and Sanhedria.
In the 1970s, the high-tech industrial area of Har Hotzvim
was built on village land. In 1959, Lifta was classified as a
nature reserve. In 1974, the neighborhoods of Ramot Alon,
Ramat Eshkol, and Giv'at HaMivtar were established across
the green line on land from Lifta that had been annexed
to the municipality of Jerusalem. In 2006, a plan to build a
luxury neighborhood in Lifta, including 268 new housing
units and the renovation of existing houses, was approved.
Due to financial, bureaucratic, and technical reasons, the
plan has not been implemented.

Today: The mosque, school, and around 55 houses—
mostly deserted, with some inhabited by Jewish families—
remain on the site. In the intervening years, homeless peo-
ple, drug addicts, and even a gang of Jewish extremists who
planned to bomb the Temple Mount mosques have found
refuge in the empty houses of Lifta.

Official Israeli name: Mei Neftoah (the biblical name
identified with the place). The Arabic name, Lifta, appears
on some contemporary maps of Israel.
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SUBA — JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 719; Houses 110 (1931; including Deir
‘Amr village)

Occupation date: July 13, 1948

Occupying forces: Har’el Brigade

Occupying operation: Operation Dani

Post 1948: In October 1948, a group of veterans of the Pal-
mach established Kibbutz Misgav Palmach one kilometer
southwest of the former village. While the settlers wished
for this name, a compromise was reached with the Gov-
ernmental Names Committee, which approved the name
Palmach Tsova, by which it was from thereon known. In
the 1980s, Tel TztGba National Park was established on vil-
lage land in accordance with a National Master Plan for
national parks and nature reserves; it was run by the Israel
Nature and Parks Authority, and its signage provided by
the Jewish National Fund (JNF, a nongovernmental Zionist
organization founded in 1901 for the purpose of buying
land on behalf of world Jewry for the foundation of a Jew-
ish state in Ottoman-controlled Palestine).

Today: A series of partially destroyed houses of the vil-
lage of Stba is to be found on a steep hilltop beside a Cru-
sader fortress within the Tel Tziba National Park. The vil-
lage spring is a tourist site run by the nearby kibbutz, which
cultivates the surrounding fields of the former village.

Official Israeli name: Tzuba (the ancient name of the site)
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MAHMUD MUHAMMAD MAHMUD
Three generations of the Mahmd family

From left: Mahmtd Muhammad Mahmad with his wife
on their wedding day; Mahmid Muhammad Mahmad’s
grandfather, Mahmud, who lived to be more than 100;
Mahmtd Muhammad Mahmid’s father, Muhammad
Mahmd

It was around two in the morning when the Jews began to
attack our village. It was the night of May 30, 1948, and
I was twelve years old. The evacuations and massacres at
Tel Hanan, al-Tantdra, and Deir Yasin [April 91 were fresh
in our memory, so we knew what the Jews were capable
of. The Jordanian army had withdrawn a few days earlier,
saying there would be replacements. But no replacements
came and we were forced to flee without protection. We
left in small groups and scattered in all directions, so it
was impossible to know where the others went. As with
my own family, many villagers had already fled from Haifa
in an earlier round of attacks. Some families moved three
times, each time believing that they were far enough from
the fighting and would be protected by the Jordanian army.
So we had to flee again, and apart from our two horses,
which we were able to take with us, we left everything else
behind. The village was completely deserted by the time
the Israelis captured it.

We reached Umm el-Fahem, but we had no food, so we
had to sneak back into the village to steal from our own
stocks. The Jews, thinking we might return to retrieve our
things, had placed booby traps underneath all the crates,
so when we lifted them they would explode. One of our
neighbors, Hassan Sukkar, went back for some of his pos-
sessions and was killed in his own home. We also found the
body of another neighbor, Abu Rumman Yanis, and buried
him before we left.

In the days after the attack, the occupying forces de-
stroyed some of the houses. Then the following year the
Kibbutz Megiddo was built on our land, and eventually
nearly all the houses were destroyed—all except some of
the stronger stone-built houses, which were incorporat-
ed into the kibbutz. Our mosque became the carpentry
shop and the property was fenced off. | remember that
the grave of YGsuf Hamdan, who was killed by the British
Army along with fourteen others in a fierce battle on the
outskirts of the village, is in that cemetery. You will find it
in a state of disrepair within the kibbutz.

It is my wish to die on that land where we once had
1,000 dunams [247 acresl. Al-Lajjin was like a paradise
for us. The land was rich and fertile, and it was easy to
cultivate. | used to take the horses into the fields to graze.
In the summer, after haymaking, all the nearby villages
would gather for a wrestling competition. And during the
Eid, the holiday after Ramadan, our neighbors would go to
one another’s houses to share in the celebrations. We lived
as one big family. Years later | went back to the village and
took home some of the earth from my land.

When [ sleep, | dream that | am with my brother Said
who taught me how to plow. I can remember my father
stopping us in the middle of our work, telling us to make
the plowing arc even wider, to cover more land.
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SALAMA - JAFFA DISTRICT

1948: Population 7,807; Houses 1,692

Occupation date: April 29, 1948

Occupation forces: Alexandroni Brigade

Occupying operation: Operation Bi'ur Hametz (“Passover
Cleaning”)

Post 1948: In May 1948, the village was settled by Jews
who had been displaced from Jaffa and south Tel Aviv.
In 1949-50, new immigrants, particularly from Yemen, ar-
rived as part of Operation Magic Carpet and settled on the
land of the former village. In the following years, the name
was changed to Kfar Shalem.

In the 1970s, the Tel Aviv municipality began evacuating
the Jewish inhabitants in order to demolish the old houses
and build new residential quarters for them.

Today: The village site is within the boundaries of Tel
Aviv, with a portion extending within the city of Ramat
Gan. Approximately ten of the houses remain and have
been occupied by Israelis. The village schools, the ceme-
tery, and the shuttered Shrine of Sayyidna Salama remain.

Official Israeli name: The Jewish neighborhood estab-
lished on the village land is called Kfar Shalem. The site of
the former village of Salama has no official name and does
not appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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YALU - AL RAMLA DISTRICT

1967: Population 1,644 (1961); Houses 245 (1931)
Occupation date: June 7, 1967

Occupying forces: Israeli Defense Force (IDF)
Occupying operation: Six-Day War

Post 1967: At the end of the Six-Day War, following the
annexation of the Latrun salient, through which part of the
main Tel Aviv—Jerusalem highway runs, the villages of Yalu
and ‘Imwas were demolished in advance of the creation
of the Canada Park, established in 1968 by the Jewish Na-
tional Fund (JNF) of Canada over an area of 32,000 acres.
Today: The village is completely destroyed and the rub-
ble scattered. Walled terraces remain throughout the park,
planted with fig trees, almonds, carob, and cactus. On one
hilltop a doorway in a stone-walled fagade leads into a for-
mer house cave. Several dozen unmarked, ringed, oblong
graves are clustered by the side of a path and well.
Official Israeli name: None. The former village of Yalu
does not appear on contemporary maps of Israel. The vil-
lage is part of the Canada Park, also known as Ayalon Park.
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BEIT JIBRIN — HEBRON DISTRICT

1948: Population 2,819; Houses 576
Occupation date: October 27, 1948
Occupying forces: Giv'ati Brigade
Occupying operation: Operation Yoav

Post 1948: In 1949, former members of the Palmach estab-
lished Kibbutz Beit Guvrin on part of the village site, where
its public houses used to stand. The first residents were
members of the Yetzivim and Bnei Horin youth groups,
Jewish immigrants from Turkey and Romania, respectively.
In 1989, the Beit Guvrin National Park was established on
part of the village site.

Today: The ruin of the mosque has been partially bur-
ied and the house of the mukhtar (the head of the village)
remains open and gutted on a hilltop nearby. Behind the
mosque one empty Palestinian house stands beside the re-
mains of the cemetery. Several other houses have been oc-
cupied by the kibbutz. In 2013, the area of the Beit Guvrin
caves, which includes the village site, was made a UNES-
CO World Heritage site.

Official Israeli name: Beit Guvrin (the ancient name of
the place). The former village of Beit Jibrin no longer ap-
pears on the contemporary map of Israel.
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AL-QABU - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 302; Houses 48

Occupation date: October 22, 1948

Occupying forces: Sixth Battalion of the Har’el Brigade
Occupying operation: Operation Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

Post 1948: On May 1, 1949, the Israeli military entered the
village and detonated the houses. In April 1950, Mevo Be-
itar (a cooperative village) was established on village land
by immigrants from Argentina and native Israelis of the
Beitar movement (a revisionist Zionist Youth group found-
ed in 1923). The [NF’s Begin Park was later established
to commemorate the sixth Prime Minister of Israel, Me-
nachem Begin, with a picnic site beside the ruins of the
village’s former mosque.

Today: The rubble of former houses is scattered through-
out the woods of the JNF park. The shrine of al-Sheikh
Ahmad al-Umari remains beneath a tree on a hillside near
a spring and a steep series of steps descends to the ancient
spring and cistern.

Official Israeli name: Hurbat Qovi (lit., “Qovi Ruin”), the
ancient name of the place
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DEIR RAFAT - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 499; Houses 157

Occupation date: July 18, 1948

Occupying forces: Har’el Brigade

Occupying operation: Second-stage Operation Dani

Post 1948: In September 1948, most of the village and
monastery of Deir Rafat was blown up. In 1948, Kibbutz
Tzor'a was founded by members of the Palmach (Palmah,
the elite fighting force of the Haganah) on village land. The
Giv'at Shemesh educational institution was established on
village land in 1954.

Today: Rubble from the former houses and shifted stone
terraces blanket the site. Givat Shemesh has become a drug
rehabilitation center. A portion of the village site is occu-
pied by Bedouins of the al-Sani" tribe, who rent land from
the nearby monastery.

Official Israeli name: None. The village does not appear
on contemporary maps of Israel.
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‘AMQA - ACRE DISTRICT

1948: Population 1,438; Houses 341

Occupation date: July 11, 1948

Occupying forces: 7th Brigade (Hativa Sheva), and 2lst
Battalion, Carmeli Brigade

Occupying operation: Operation Dekel

Post 1948: In 1949, Moshav Amka was established for im-
migrants from Yemen, at first in the village houses, and
then just north of the village site. In the late 1950s, the
Israeli government ordered the Israeli army to destroy the
majority of the surviving Arab buildings.

Today: Several houses remain and have been taken over
by members of the moshav. The crumbling mosque, with
its three-portico arched entry, is at the end of a dirt road
amid heavily overgrown underbrush strewn with rubble
from former buildings. The former school has been turned
into a warehouse.

Israeli official name: The former village site of ‘Amqa
bears no official name, and does not appear on contempo-
rary maps of Israel.
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MUNIR KHALIL AHMAD SABER

| was only eight years old when our village, Deir Yasin, was
attacked. Even across this great expanse of time | remem-
ber it was a Friday, at two in the morning, when we woke
to the sound of guns and explosions. Our uncle who lived
nearby was old and nearly blind, so we went to his house.
Knocking softly on the door, we whispered that we had
come to see that he was okay and to be together, since we
were afraid. He let us in and closed the door, not realizing
Jewish soldiers were nearby.

We crouched down so we would not be seen through
the windows but my youngest brother started to cry and
the Jews heard him. They forced open the door and when
they got in, they put the young children to one side. They
shot my brother Fuad, who was seventeen, there and then.
He died from his wounds. Then they shot my uncle. They
shot him three times and we saw his innards spilling out
into the room. The soldiers told my mother that if she
tried to leave they would kill the children. So she agreed
she would not and they went away. After the soldiers had
gone, my older sister Naheem said we had to leave, as they
would certainly come back and kill us. She started to get
two of my brothers ready. My mother was paralyzed with
fear. I grabbed hold of the hem of her dress and we slowly
began to leave the house.

When they saw us coming out, the soldiers asked why
we hadn’t obeyed their orders. We could see bodies lying
on the street all around us. The soldiers brought a truck
and put around 30 or 40 women and children in it. We
were among them. We were taken to the Jaffa Gate and
put out on to the road—they told us to go to King ‘Abdallah
and come back in ten days.

We went to Hebron, where a family we didn’t know let
us stay with them. [We learned later thatl on that day of
the attack a young boy and his father who were bakers
were put into their own oven and killed. Others were
killed when soldiers threw grenades into the houses. After
the Jewish forces captured the village, they took a truck-
load of 25 men into the center of Jerusalem and paraded
them through the streets. Then they brought them back to
the village and murdered them.

As news of the massacre spread, it became clear we
would not be going back to our village. So we went to
the Jewish quarter in Jerusalem, where our family stayed
until 1967. Then we were brought to the refugee camp at
Shu‘'fat. My mother died in 1993, having never seen her
village again. Today my brothers Ibrahim and Naheel both
live in Jordan.

More than 100 people lost their lives on the day of that
attack, and there is documentation about those who were
killed in 48, but nothing ever happened to those who
committed the murders. At the time, journalists visited
us, but nothing ever came of it. We were never given any
compensation, not even the chance to have our family’s
murderers made officially accountable.

The house where we lived is still standing and a Jewish
family lives there today. It is the second house in the village
on the right when you come in from Jerusalem. There used
to be a gate with a chain at the front, and in the yard was a
well that was uncovered. | heard that today there is a new
building on that spot and that the Giv'at Sha’tl neighbor-
hood has been built around the village.

I have lived in this refugee camp only a few miles away for
more than 60 years, but | have never been back to Deir Yasin.

During the course of the Nakba Day commemorations in the
spring of 2014, Munir visited Deir Yasin for the first time in
over 60 years. He continues to live in the Shu'fat refugee camp.
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AL-GHABISIYYA — ACRE DISTRICT

1948: Population 1,438; Houses 382
Occupation date: May 21, 1948
Occupying forces: Carmeli Brigade
Occupying operation: Operation Ben-Ami

Post 1948: In 1950, Iraqi Jews established Moshav Netiv
HaShayyara on village land. In 1951, the villagers instituted
proceedings against the Military Government of 1948—66
in the High Court of Justice in Israel. Despite the court
ruling that the military governor had no authority to evict
the petitioners or to prevent them from entering, leaving,
or residing there, the court ruled as legal a new declara-
tion by the Military Government that the village was a
closed military area. As a consequence, villagers who had
not managed to return to the village (almost all of them)
were forbidden to go there without permission. In 1955, a
paratrooper platoon conducted experimental explosions in
five of the village’s houses during a training exercise, raz-
ing them to the ground, and the rest of the houses in the
village were demolished later that year, leaving only the
mosque. In 1996, the Shimon Peres government promised
to help restore the mosques in former Arab villages, but
was defeated and nothing done. In 1997, the Israeli Land
Administration (ILA) claimed that al-Ghabisiyya had been
“abandoned” in 1948 and began disputing that the village’s
mosque had ever been a mosque at all, refusing the villag-
ers’ appeals to return to using the mosque for prayer.

Today: All that remains today is the shell of the mosque
and the unkempt cemetery. The villagers still pray in the
field outside the sealed mosque. The village site is now
within the JNF’s Yehi‘am Forest.

Official Israeli name: None
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BARQA - GAZA DISTRICT

1948: Population 1,032; Houses 211

Occupation date: May 12, 1948

Occupying forces: Giv'ati Brigade

Occupying operation: Operation Barak (“Lightning”)

Post 1948: The Jewish settlement of Gan Yavne, estab-
lished in 1931 by several Jewish families from Russia and
Poland, was expanded, eventually becoming a town, and
lies partly on village land.

Today: The village has been completely destroyed, with
the exception of two houses: one which serves as a ware-
house, and the second a stone house that stands deserted
amidst wild vegetation and rubble from the former village.
The land that surrounds the site is cultivated by Israelis.

Official Israeli name: None
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‘ALLAR - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 510; Houses unknown

Occupation date: October 22, 1948

Occupying forces: Har’el and Etzioni Brigades

Occupying operation: Operation Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

Post 1948: In 1950, Moshav Matta was founded at the
southern edge of the village land by Jewish immigrants
from Yemen, later joined by immigrants from North Afri-
ca. In the same year, Moshav Bar Giora was established on
village land, also by immigrants from Yemen.

Today: The shell of the tomb of Sheikh Ahmad al-Hubani
sits on a barren hillside below power lines on the outskirts
of the village. Besides some rubble and remains of stone
terraces and walls, all that still stands is the domed stone
structure of the former village school. The site is within the
JNF’s USA Independence Park.

Official Israeli name: None. The former village of ‘Allar
does not appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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'IQRIT — ACRE DISTRICT

1948: Population 568; Houses 83
Occupation date: October 30, 1948
Occupying forces: ‘Oded Brigade
Occupying operation: Operation Hiram

Post 1948: In 1949, Moshav Shomera was established
on the border between the lands of ’Igrit and Tarbikha;
Moshav Goren was established on village land in 1950.
On December 24, 1951, the Israeli military razed what re-
mained of "Iqrit with explosives. Moshav Even Menachem
was established on the border between the lands of "Iqrit
and Tarbikha in 1960, and in 1980, Moshav Granot Ha-
Galil was established on village land. For decades, the ref-
ugees of ‘Igrit (currently living 20 kilometers away in the
Arab town of al-Rama) pleaded their case in the Israeli
High Court of Justice for the right to return to their homes.
On July 31, 1951, the High Court ruled in favor of the
return of the "Iqrit refugees to their village; however, the
Israeli military continued to obstruct a return.

Today: The church and cemetery are the only remaining
structures on the land.

Official Israeli name: None. The former village of ’Igrit
appears on some contemporary maps of Israel.

33°4’32"N / 35°16’32"E

LSs sLod — &, 8]

83 Wl sue 568 ISl 34 :1948 ple
1948 Jsl o 25/ 55551 30 :lgdSist 50,5
Wogs slg) lgaliol I & Sl Busgll
plre ddas 1MW &) Sl Al

@2l G d9usdl s 1949 als ymss BLisse 0-31:1948 ols sy
1950 ple &80 (@] s 0352 Bligs o3l Lod dLinn 39 &30 4 3
25 Lo ol mall il s 1951 alsdl s JsT 09385 o> 24 &
G @2hY s Moo lie gl Blige 0l 03 (Olyamiibly &y 81 s
"etlzxa Gg 2" Blise 081 1980 ale 391960 pls Livy 39 &80
L8 § podl Osdumy) dgde Bus) &y 3l g52Y Clb 0,8l @2l e
LaSone pse BlieVl (z3sh) oo sinshS 20 sy s Lo y=ll Ll
CoS> 1951 j9-8/5d50 31 & ption Jl 8392l § pmpions Lkl Jusl
I Lo sl Giadl 0S5 o 8 ) 0581 izl S92 daSinl
Bog=ll e opig

Auyalls LSl Grun s @bl § GAS Lo IS zpsdl &y all

bhadl pasy e 581 403 1 glas gy Y iauydl LSl o]
Lpasd) LS WY

(790) no¥ nnn - NP

83 :0'nan qnon ; 568 ook 11948
1948 1210mK8a 30 :w1on IR

TTIY NN SwDn man

DM P¥AN [WIADN PYan

MNTXR 172 51200 5y mmw 2w 101 1949 nawa 11948 nmaw anxS
24-1.1950 nawa 7937 TR bY 7O 1 2w WX DMK
"MW DTIWA DR 70N TP ORIWTT Xaxn 1nn, 1951 1anyTa
12 51230 Sy 701U DM 1aAR 2w Lphl IMN MYYNRA L NMPIRD
ma awm o1 1980 nmawa , 1960 niwa Xmam n™p X MR
DMMANRY) NMPX DD Mow DMWY Twna 2930 AnTX by Hhan
ornape X (MPXA-5X nanyn mmya onembp 20 prana nyd
1951 *5va 31-2 .vbyn vawni N3 apa onnad WwH Marn 12712
09IX1 ,0793% AMpaR v Yw onaw mara byn vawnn M pon
2w DR PInd Pwnn DRI Rav

PP Sy 1nuw 0T 01ana 0 MNapa N A7oIon o

mann N¥pna Pon PR 1apwb 93 X et DR ow
Sxwr Nt Sw 1t nua



24/ Memory Trace 8,511 ;51 & 11121 mapy

e

Umm el-Fahem, 2011
2011 (o] ¢l

2011 ,ona-5x% oI

AMIN FU'AD AS'AD

[ was born in 1933. We lived right next to the well of Kafr
‘Ein, just half an hour from my present home in the Arab—
Israeli city of Umm el-Fahem. | remember we had the best
land, with water running down to it from the surrounding
hills. When | was fourteen, we were driven out by the oc-
cupation.

At the time we thought it would only be for a few days.
None of us realized we would never return.

The house we left was like a palace, but when we went
back only two weeks later, all the houses—even the furni-
ture inside—had been almost completely destroyed. The
Jews didn’t want us to nurture any hopes of return, so they
had obliterated everything, taking over the few remaining
places for themselves.

We had been good neighbors to the Jews in the past,
but when they occupied our lands it made no difference.
Those people who had been our neighbors took our land
and never gave us the chance of return. They turned on us.

At first my family migrated to al-Lajjin, then to Musmus,
but eventually we were forced to come to Umm el-Fahem.
Initially we worked planting tobacco. Later | was able to
buy a piece of land and | built an illegal house on it, where |
still live to this day. Long ago | had worked in construction
and was among the workers who built the city of Tel-Aviv.
Now, having built this small house illegally—since it was
impossible to be granted permission—I was handed a dem-
olition order. I told the government officials that if they
wanted to destroy my house, they should dig a grave for
me, too, and I went to court.

In court, the lawyer argued that | had already lost my
land once and pleaded with the judge to take my service to
the nation into account. After all, | had helped them build
their largest city. Fortunately he was lenient and gave me
a six-month sentence with a large fine and labor to fulfill
my debt. | paid off the fine within a year. The irony is that,
even though the house was illegal, the government still
demanded | pay taxes each year. The judge had decided
that. Now we live as a joint family and my sons have built
their own houses on the land.

After the establishment of the State of Israel we were left
without basic provisions, so we had to resort to smuggling
the things we needed from Jordan. We often sold these
smuggled goods on to the kibbutz that occupied our lands.
We took the risk in order to have a chance to keep our
lives going. The funny thing is that after taking our land,
the Jews acted as if nothing had happened—they wanted
to treat us as their brothers and close friends. But I tell you
that for Jewish people there is no friendship. Only their
own interests and desires play a role in their lives. The
Iraqi Jews brought to settle the nearby kibbutz didn’t speak
Hebrew, but they were allowed to live in our old houses.
None of them felt responsible for the fact that they were
living in our houses and on our land. Since my enemy is
also my judge, what can one say in response to such a
situation? Despite living so close to my old home, | never
go back to visit it now. Somehow, | feel that if | go back,
maybe | will die right there, since all my fondest memories
are from that place.

I went to the kibbutz once, 24 years ago, to buy cows.
They were grazing where we used to live. | asked the Jew-
ish man if | could take a moment to have a cigarette under
an old tree as | had in the past. He agreed and | smoked a
cigarette there, sitting beneath the tree. Then I clipped off
a branch and he asked me why. | told him that | wanted
to put it above my father’s photograph, which hangs in my
new home. When [ got back that night, | put the branch
above the photograph, where it has remained ever since.
After that visit | decided I could never go back. It made me
too depressed.
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DEIR YASIN - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 750; Houses 144

Occupation date: April 9, 1948

Occupying forces: Irgun (also known as Etzel, or IZL) and
the Stern Gang (also known as Lehi, or LHI)

Occupying operation: Planned as part of Operation
Nahshon; independent attack by the Irgun and the Stern
Gang

1948: On April 9, 1948, the Irgun and the Stern Gang
troopers entered Deir Yasin in order to expel the inhab-
itants. Encountering unexpectedly strong resistance, the
attackers detonated several houses and shot down individ-
uals and families as they left their homes and fled down
alleyways. They apparently also rounded up villagers, who
included militiamen and unarmed civilians of both sex-
es, and murdered them, executing prisoners in a nearby
quarry. Between 100 and 120 villagers died that day. The
troops subsequently transported the remaining villagers in
trucks in a victory parade through West Jerusalem before
dumping them in the Musrara Quarter, outside the Old
City walls. The news of the massacre spread throughout
the country in the following days, and served as a turning
point in the war.

Post 1948: In 1949, Jewish immigrants were settled near
Deir Yasin in a neighborhood called Giv‘at Sha’al. In 1951,
Kfar Sha’'ul Mental Health Center was established on the
village site, using village structures.

Today: Several houses, occupied mainly by the Kfar
Sha’ul Mental Health Center, remain on the hilltop. The
old village cemetery lies beside a ring road.

Official Israeli name: None. Deir Yasin does not appear
on contemporary maps of Israel.
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KAFR SABA - TULKARM DISTRICT

1948: Population 1,473; Houses 169 (1931)
Occupation date: May 13, 1948

Occupying forces: Alexandroni Brigade
Occupying operation: Operation Medina (“State”)

Post 1948: In 1949, Moshav Neve Yamin was formed by
new immigrants on village land. During the next years Kib-
butz Nir Eliyahu (lit., “Eliyahu's Meadow”) was also estab-
lished on village land, named after Eliyahu Golomb, the
main architect of the Haganah.

Today: Kfar Saba (lit., “Grandfather’s village”), established
near the village in 1903, has grown into a city and now
encompasses the area where the old village once stood.
Several of the original houses, some of which are used for
commercial purposes, are occupied by residents of Kfar
Saba. Two shrines, the village cemetery, and the school
remain, as well as a set of crumbling buildings at the edge
of fields cultivated by Israeli farmers.

Official Israeli name: The site of the former village of
Kafr Saba has no official name and does not appear on
contemporary maps of Israel.
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CITY OF JAFFA — JAFFA DISTRICT

1948: Population 70,760 (1947)

Occupation date: May 12-14, 1948

Occupying forces: Haganah and Irgun
Occupying operation: Coastal clearing operation

Post 1948: After occupation most of Jaffa’s Arab section
was blown up and bulldozed; only the al-Ajami neighbor-
hood, the Old City (which was also partially destroyed),
and small parts of al-Manshiyya neighborhood were
spared. Most of Jaffa’s souks were obliterated. In 1954, Jaffa
became part of Tel Aviv.

Today: Jaffa’s al-"Ajami neighborhood is in the midst of
gentrification. Jaffa’s Arab population currently numbers
around 10,000 people.

Official Israeli name: Tel Aviv—Yafo
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AL-TIRA — HAIFA DISTRICT

1948: Population 6,113; Houses 624 (1931; including
al-Tira Station, Neuhardhof, Kafr Smir Station, al-Kababir)
Occupation date: July 16, 1948

Occupying forces: Israeli Navy; Golani, Carmeli, and Alex-
androni Brigades

Occupying operation: Ten-days battles

Post 1948: In 1948, two immigrant camps were estab-
lished in al-Tira, later to be absorbed into the town of
Tirat HaCarmel, which included the village site; Kibbutz
HaHotrim was established on village land. In 1949, Moshav
Megadim was established on village land and the youth
village Kfar Galim and Beyt Tzvi school in 1953.

Today: Several houses remain standing. The untended
cemetery rests beside the road of the kibbutz. The village
school is now used by Israeli students. Part of the village
site is within Mount Carmel National Park.

Official Israeli name: None. The former village of al-Tira
does not appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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‘IMWAS — AL-RAMLA DISTRICT

1967: Population 1,955 (1961); Houses 224 (1931)
Occupation date: June 7, 1967

Occupation forces: Israeli Defense Force (IDF)
Occupation operation: N/A

Post 1967: In 1967, during the Six-Day War, Israel cap-
tured and annexed the Latrun salient. ‘Imwas, along with
the villages of Yalu and Beit Niba, was completely de-
stroyed with explosives and bulldozers. In 1968, as a sign
of Canadian—Israeli friendship, the JNF of Canada began
work on the Canada Park. Built over 79,000 acres, the park
was completed in 1984.

Today: None of the houses of the village remain and
the land has been subsumed beneath the Canada Park.
Two shrines—for Abu “Ubayda Ibn al-Jarrah and Mu‘'adh Ibn
Jabal—and the nearby cemetery remain within the forest.

Official Israeli name: None. The former village of ‘Imwas
is part of the Canada Park, also known as Ayalon Park.
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QALUNYA - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

1948: Population 1,056; Houses 260

Occupation date: April 11, 1948

Occupying forces: 4th Battalion of the Palmach (Palmah)
Occupying operation: Operation Nahshon

Post 1948: On the day of the occupation, Palmach units
were ordered to kill everyone they found in the village,
which was at the time held by foreign irregulars; the in-
habitants having fled on April 2. That day and the next,
Haganah units blew up the village. In 1956, Mevaseret
Yerushalayim was established on village land by immi-
grants from North Africa; in 1963, village land was joined
with the settlement of Ma'oz Tzion (lit.,, “Stronghold of
Zion”), established in 1951, to become a suburb of Jerusa-
lem called Mevaseret Tzion.

Today: The shells of several houses remain in the south-
western section of the village, along with the cemetery,
which rests amid stone rubble and parts of collapsed
buildings. A portion of the village site is within the Telem
Springs National Park. Amidst the rubble of the former
village are the village terraces, with almond, fig, and olive
trees, along with cacti at the bottom of the slope.

Official Israeli name: None. The village has no official
name and does not appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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[ was born in al-Lydd in 1935. Our house was in the center
of the city, behind the animal market. On July 11, 1948,
Haganah and Irgun forces entered the city and during the
fighting we were forced to leave. The Jews came to our
house and told us to go. They arrived with heavy weapons
and we had heard of the Deir Yasin massacre, so we knew
that there was no other choice. Before the evacuation there
had been nearly 20,000 people living in al-Lydd. On the
day we left, more than 400 were killed. Our house was
also next to the Dahmash mosque, where a terrible massa-
cre took place. More than 170 people were killed when the
Jews entered the mosque. People had thought they would
be safe in that sanctuary but it turned out they were wrong.

We fled first to the old city of al-Bira [al-Birehl, and from
there we went to Gaza. Eventually, we came here, to al-
’Am‘ari camp, where we have lived ever since.

It was after 1967 that | went back to the house for the
first time. An Iraqi Jewish family was living there. They
welcomed me inside for coffee, and while we were sitting
there, | told them it had once been my house. They said
if I wanted it, | could buy it back from them. This, even
though all the furniture inside—even the chairs we were
sitting on—were the ones we had left behind when we fled
the village. I left, and didn’t go back again until the early
1970s. The house was still there, but this time the Iraqis
told us that if we didn’t leave, they would call the police.
We decided it was better to go, and since that day we have
never returned.

Even if | wanted to go back now, | would need a special
permit to enter Israeli territory—something they will never
grant me in these difficult times. Today the city is called
Lod, and the old name has been lost. But when you go
there, go to the Dahmash mosque and ask for where the
animal market used to be. The market was between the
mosque and our house, so you will know, just after the
market, that you are standing where we once stood all
those years ago.
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DESERT BLOOM
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Desert Bloom traces the consequences of Ben-Gurion’s dream of settling the Negev and making the “des-
ert bloom.” The aerial photographs that comprise this series reveal the myriad forces and actions that
have blossomed to displace and erase the Bedouins who have lived in the desert for generations. We can
view the transformation wrought on the landscape by erosion, mining projects, military training camps,
the forced evacuation and demolition of “unrecognized” Bedouin villages, the afforestation efforts, the
clearing and appropriation of the desert, and the expansion of settlements. What these remarkable pho-
tographs show is that the alteration and devastation of the Negev Desert has often gone hand-in-hand
with violence against the Bedouins. Viewed through the lens of Sheikh’s camera, the desert comes to us
as a kind of archive of what has happened on its shifting surfaces, of what is hidden and sealed within its
dunes, of all the efforts to use it to erase the traces of this long, often contradictory and violent history.
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31°21'7"N / 34°46'27"E

October 9, 2011. Earthwork preparation for the planting
of the Jewish National Fund (JNF) Ambassador Forest
as part of its afforestation campaign to provide a green
belt around the city of Beersheba (Heb., Be’er Sheva/Ar-
abic, Bir a-Ssab’). The JNF is a nongovernmental Zionist
organization founded in 1901 for the purpose of buying
land, on behalf of world Jewry, for the foundations of
a Jewish state in Ottoman-controlled Palestine. Today
the JNF is active in afforestation and presents itself as a
“global environmental leader.” In the summer of 2010,
the homes of the Abu Jaber, Abu Mdighem, and Abu
Freih families, of the al-Tari tribe, which were on the site
surrounding the two remaining trees, were demolished,
and the families expelled. The land is currently claimed
by the Bedouin community as part of the surrounding
area of the unrecognized village of al-Araqib.
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31°16"17"N / 34°59'48"E

November 22, 2011. Remains of the foundations of the
homestead of Hasan a-Saray‘a, of the Abu Jwé'id tribe,
on the outskirts of the unrecognized village of Bat al-
Saray‘a. The buildings were recently demolished; debris
littered about the site indicates a forced evacuation. The
area is now considered a closed military live-fire train-
ing zone. Despite the evacuation, two small structures—
whose tin sheeting is held down with rocks—have been
reconstructed atop the remains. The height of the struc-
tures casts its shadow upon the land. The site is on the
land of Shlalin, a Bedouin community evacuated in the
aftermath of Operation Yoav.
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31°1"48"N / 34°33'56"E

November 13, 2011. Remains of Rehovot-in-the-Negev/
Ruheiba (Heb./Arabic). During the Nabataean era, this
was the second largest city along the northeast—south
Nabataean spice route. The importance of the set-
tlement was due to its location in the center of the
Halutza—Nitzana—Sinai trade route. In the fifth century,
during the Byzantine era, the city’s population was over
10,000. The city is now located on sand dunes close
to the Egyptian border and encircled by closed military
live-fire training zones, operative during weekdays. At
bottom left is a water pool connected to a deep well.
Also visible on the left is the main access route into the
town which leads to the reconstructed central square.
From the ground, these are the only visible remains. The
rest of the city appears like a set of haphazard topo-
graphical wrinkles. From the air, at the end of the sum-
mer, the city becomes visible under a seemingly trans-
parent layer of earth.
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31°18'2"N / 34°36'52"E

October 4, 2011. Ofakim (lit, “horizons”) city expan-
sion grid, showing major roadways and plot delineation.
Ofakim was founded as a development town for Jewish
immigrants from North Africa and India on April 19,
1955; in later years the town received a large influx of
Russian—]ewish immigrants and grew into a city. The dark
circular stains on the right, around two trees that have
been left, indicate the former presence of sire (livestock
pens), recently evacuated. The upper portion of the im-
age shows Israeli mechanized plowing patterns, extending
into an area currently claimed by the Bedouins. Ofakim is
built upon the former village of al-Sani/al-Najamat, of the
Tarabin tribe, which was evacuated in 1948.
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31°6’46"N / 34°24"10"E

November 13, 2011. Intersecting seismic test lines in the
Halutza Sands of the Palestinian village of Naba‘at, of
the Tarabin tribe, evacuated in 1948 in the wake of Op-
eration Yoav, an Israeli military operation carried out
from October 15 to 22, 1948, under the command of
Yigal Allon, which had as its ultimate goal to conquer
the entire Negev. The intersecting lines are seismic test
lines, part of a large number of parallel cuts that divide
this remote corner of the desert into distinct oil explo-
ration zones. QOil was drilled for in the late 1980s but no
commercial quantities were found.
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31°18'48"N / 34°56'34"E

October 9, 2011. The Meitar Forest, an extension of the
Yatir Forest, although non-contiguous with it. The forest,
which the JNF began planting in the 1980s, is a green
belt meant to create a barrier between the affluent Jew-
ish suburb of Meitar and the Bedouin township of Hara.
The hiking trails and bike paths within the new forest
are woven throughout the site. The forest is north of
the so-called aridity line that marks the threshold of the
desert. Below this line, a method known as “savanniza-
tion” is employed: a mixture of sparsely scattered aca-
cia or eucalyptus trees with bushes and grass between,
as found in the savannah region, with irrigation coming
from long terraces that collect rainwater, optimizing the
water retention. Above it, however, the plantation sys-
tem consists of rows of Aleppo pine, the most commonly
planted tree in Israel.
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October 9, 2011. Pita (a circular form simulating an ene-
my installation) for military maneuvers in a closed mili-
tary live-fire training zone. Three kilometers to the east
is Kibbutz Revivim (lit., “rain showers”), founded in 1943
with help from the UK government and young European
immigrants as one of three lookouts built on land owned
by the JNF, with the goal of securing the land and assessing
its feasibility for agriculture. The residents of the lookouts
made extensive geophysical surveys and conducted agri-
cultural experiments for this purpose. These points would
be the basis for further Jewish settlement in the Negev.
Initially named Tel HaTzofim (lit.,, “scout’s hill"), it would
be the home of Golda Meir, the former Prime Minister of
Israel, later in life.
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November 22, 2011. Evaporation ponds at the Arad Phos-
phate Mine. Resources in the Negev include copper, iron,
manganese, phosphates, and uranium. The Arad facility
mines the highest grade phosphates, with estimates of be-
tween thirty and sixty thousand tons of uranium contained
in low-level phosphate ores, much of which is extracted in
the three mines of the parent company, Rotem Amfert Ne-
gev Ltd. Established in 1952, initially as Negev Phosphates,
the company’s Arad site is adjacent to the Dimona Nuclear
Research Center. The state acknowledges the existence
of the site, but maintains a policy of nuclear ambiguity,
neither confirming nor denying that it contains nuclear
weapons. Constructed in secret (beginning in 1958) with
French assistance, outside the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) inspection regime, the airspace over the
nuclear research center is closed, and the area around it
is heavily guarded and fenced off. Bedouin tribes are kept
15-20 kilometers from the fence.
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October 9, 2011. Demolished remains of a Bedouin
home and fenced area within the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development experimental site, started
in around 2000 and currently still active. The house,
which is made of light and fragile material, is typical
of Bedouin structures, and the evidence on the ground
suggests that the house was voluntarily evacuated and
demolished without a struggle. The land was confiscated
so as not to impede the work of the experimentation. In
the upper left corner of the image are two circular dark
patches, the remains of staining from the herd that was
kept within a sire (livestock pen) on the site. The two
white circles right of the fencing are the remains of wells
along a channel that has been dug from the streambed.
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31°18'6”"N / 35°5"17"E

October 9, 2011. Outskirts of the Arab village of al-
Dreijat, established in the nineteenth century, but not
recognized by the State of Israel until 2004. This is the
only Arab village in the Negev that is not Bedouin. Be-
tween 250 and 350 people belonging to the Hammudlat
Bahitz (a hammila is a traditional kinship social struc-
ture) have been living in this space for 16 years. Origi-
nally the people were fallahin (Arabic, “farmers”) similar
to the al-Dreijat people. This particular cluster is unrec-
ognized by the Israeli government, which plans to estab-
lish a new recognized town for them, Marit, one kilome-
ter away. The residents oppose this new construction.
Surrounding the homes is the start of badlands (a type of
terrain in which soft sedimentary rocks and clay-rich soil
have been extensively eroded by water and wind), with
the chalk subsoil rising in parts of the landscape to the
surface. A chalk quarry is in the process of expansion a
few hundred meters to the north of the site.
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October 9, 2011. Ancient walled farm, previously be-
lieved to be Nabataean but probably Byzantine (fifth
century AD). The farm is made up of agricultural ter-
races within the bed of a seasonal stream. Ancient agri-
culture in the Negev, as well as the Bedouin agriculture
that evolved from it, are based on the principle of “run-
off irrigation.” Small terraces act as dams that channel
and collect floodwater into irrigation basins. The water
sinks deep into the soil and is stored there, rising to the
surface over a long period. In an area with less than 100
millimeters per annum of rain, such irrigation systems
could collect 4 times this amount and thus support cereal
cultivation. There are thousands of kilometers of such
terraced wadis in the Negev. The small protrusions of
earth on the slope at top left are ancient tuleilat al-‘enab
(Arabic, “grape mounds,”). The structure at the lower
right would have been used for dwelling and storage.
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November 13, 2011. Tracks of recent passage along an
improvised route through the Halutza Sands toward
the Egyptian border. This section of the border zone
between the Negev and Egyptian Sinai, on the former
Palestinian village of Naba‘at, of the Tarabin tribe, is
more than 20 kilometers away from the nearest town
and several kilometers away from the border. The area
is one of the most frequently used clandestine routes for
migrants seeking asylum from war and famine in sub-
Saharan Africa, mainly Eritrea and Darfur. In 2013, a
fence was built along the entire length of the border to
block asylum-seekers from entering Israel.
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November 14, 2011. The piled stones along the upper
ridge, typical of the Nabataean era, are known as tulei-
lat al-‘énab. These conical formations, measuring about
100 x 30 centimeters, were generally placed on the hill-
side in order to clear the slopes and increase the surface
runoff from the rains into the wadis below. The high
slopes—with abundant sunlight, and with the black flint
of the surface radiating the solar heat—are the perfect
environment in which to grow grapes. Moisture collect-
ed within the center of the mound protects and nur-
tures the young grape vine, while the mound allows the
vines to trail along the outer angle rather than on the
ground. The site is beside the HaMakhtesh HaGadol
(Hebrew, lit., “big crater”), Israel’s second largest crater,
near Yeruham, Israel’s first development town.
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30°42°41"N / 35°12'35"E

October 9, 2011. Military maneuver and recreational
off-road vehicle tracks along the ancient copper-smelting
site in the lower Aravah. The plateau, with shallow dark
copper-rich gravel, records the traces of vehicles as they
pass over the land, removing the upper layer to expose
the lighter subsoil. Four kilometers to the east of the
site, and directly on the Jordanian border, is Moshav ‘Ein
Yahav, initially founded in 1950 as an agricultural exper-
imentation station by members of Nahal, a movement
to promote the settlement of arid areas of Israel. The
station was subsequently abandoned and later, in 1953,
veterans of the Israeli army settled. In the early 1960s,
the settlement was civilianized as a moshav.
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30°45'60"N / 34°47'31"E

October 9, 2011. Garden perimeter wall and irrigation
channels along a steep ridge in the vicinity of the ancient
city of Ovdat/‘Abdat (Heb./Arabic). The upper line of
rocks forms the outer wall of the garden and also serves
as a footpath above which can be seen the faint trails left
by Bedouin pastoral herds. Rainwater is channeled along
the descending lines of rock to the garden within the
streambed, each small walled section retaining its own
water to minimize runoff. The faint lines that run paral-
lel to the upper wall are traces left by herds of animals
moving over the terrain. These walled gardens enhance
water retention in an area of extremely low precipita-
tion, as well as demarcating boundaries of ownership.
This garden, measuring more than a kilometer in length
and a quarter of that distance at its widest point, winds
along the base of a hillside.
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October 9, 2011. Earthwork preparation for planting of
the JNF’s Ambassador Forest following the demolition
of the unrecognized village of al-Araqgib. In the upper
portion of the image, slightly to the right, is a cluster of
white rocks that surround the haraba (Arabic, “cistern”)
Rashid. The path at left leads to the al-Ugbi family cem-
etery and tribal land. All the residents of this area were
evicted in 1951 by the Israeli military, which claimed
the site was needed temporarily for military maneuvers.
In 2011, the year after al-Araqib was demolished, and
while the [NF was preparing the land for planting, the
Negev Coexistence Forum (Dukium), together with the
Campaign for Bedouin—Jewish Justice in Israel and Rab-
bis for Human Rights, protested to the American Friends
of the JNF that there was a case pending. Without expla-
nation, the planting was halted and continued in other
parts of the former village. The troughs remain.

e wslicall Oldsall &l 2011 alsdl s JsYI oy 55/ 135551 9
Lalilly §o5-4a)l sl Goaiall dsylall "shawll dole" dely) o
@l o3 301 & gy sl s dLoughl ol L3 oLl s
haod ) sl 83laodl oo IS 1 glas SLS sl J) Sy5-all oo
Jl 605 Gl Lol 9o by Gd) jabl ("sLb) (pg=") Lol
b 63 1951 plsll § 8y iisll @)y sl d L) Sg5 Bydo
dopls dalaill O ool 3 ) i) oy s QL) gsaer
P s 354! ol Bsaiall O baing =l 438 pus
& Ol (e—uS90) piolsal) i) gutio 1o JS ol dsly3l)
Bs-do Jol g0 Geailors Ll & ddsadl-dasad! BlsLnt] dlas
Vs s $354) sl Bgarall § onSpell sLas¥l alal oLusyl
szl § LadleSs dslyll Bli) 63 o ¢l Ogams dilell Loadll

Plee Yl Gy aals G ahay LSy L ARsludl 4,30 e gyl

5"opn Sw ommawn e nyoid 1oy mmay L2011 xnopixa 9
Sw rhyn phna .pxIw-5R amm nban anan nomin anRd
NANTT AX DEpHRY 0135 DWH0 yapn Yo e vyn ,obyni
b Sam Sxnw T¥a Yawn L(nmpa om A ,naRan) Ten
DIpnA W DY .0awn NnIRS apy-bR nnawn Sw nmapn
nowb PPt XN M Wwow ;Hxwn Kavn 7 by 1951 nwa s
-5x nomi anxbw mawin ,2011 Mwa o™Xy oMK Y
oTR 1T 0D NN ,AY0I% YRR NX Twan 5 ppn R PRy
DTX DM 07137 DX M=K 1Y ranpn \vwa ,1na
BN 17Ipa Nawn nYTAnw 1N ,NMan myaRa b ppn e o
n Sw omnx opbna 1wnn 1200 KOS 1pomn My ATmn

J0MI mpna rpwnn nbyn ann Naya e
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October 10, 2011. Ploughed field in advance of planting,
‘Ein Habesor (lit., “spring of the Besor”) moshav. This
moshav was established in 1982 with some of the res-
idents from Sadot, an Israeli community in the Sinai
Desert evacuated after the signing of the Egyptian—
Israeli Peace Treaty in 1979. The moshav is on the site of
the former village and pasturelands of ‘Arab al-Gla'i, of
the Tarabin tribe, evacuated in the winter of 1948. The
exacting straight lines of the field are indicative of Israeli
mechanized plowing. Dark hosepipes, running through
the fields in intervals along every ninth row, are part of
the drip irrigation system developed in 1965 at Kibbutz
Hatzerim (lit., “farmyards”), near Beersheba. This region
of the southern Negev, adjoining the border with Gaza,
is mainly dedicated to large-scale commercial farming.
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October 9, 2011. Abu Asa family homestead in the vicin e % EXTTEG = : % b ™ “ﬁ.{* it e

ity of the recognized Bedouin town of Bir Hadd3j, of the
‘Azazme tribe. The dark circular stains in the center of
the image indicate the former presence of sire, livestock
pens for camels, goats, and sheep. Staining is created by
the bodily fluids of the herds that were kept there. Each
year, the pens are shifted and the former space disinfect-
ed by fire. The stains remain on the ground for sever-
al years, the gradient of their saturation indicating how
many rainy seasons have washed them away. Such traces
help gauge the minimum duration of their presence in
years. In 1978, Bir Haddaj was declared a closed military
area, forcing its inhabitants to relocate to Wadi al-Na'im,
near Beersheba. In 1994, when they learned that land on
which they had previously settled was no longer used for
military purposes, but had been converted into a moshav,
they returned and settled beside the moshav.
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November 13, 2011. Pita (target to simulate enemy in-
stallations) in a closed live-fire military training zone.
The pita, created by piling up earth mounds, is reminis-
cent of the ancient archaeological remains that are also
scattered throughout this part of the desert. The live-fire
zone, established on former land of the village of Sub-
hiyeen, of the ‘Azazme tribe, is several hundred meters
away from the archaeological site at Rehovot/Ruheiba
(Heb., Arabic).
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November 14, 2011. Remnants of an extension to the
Bedouin village of Rakhma, of the ‘Azazme tribe. The
multiple circular stains indicate the earlier presence of
sire (livestock pens), which were removed and recon-
structed several times. The gradient of saturation indi-
cates how many rainy seasons/years have washed away
at the stains. The faded circle in the lower right indicates
that it is older, while the one in the upper left is dark-
er, and the most recent is the one at the center, where
the fertilization blankets the soil, not yet melding with
the desert. A faint fourth circle may be detected just to
the left of the lower one. The light manual plowing or
“scratching” of the ground is indicative of ongoing Bed-
ouin cultivation. In the absence of mechanized watering
systems, the crops are watered by hand. The site is now
officially within a closed military live-fire training zone.
Despite this restriction, the Bedouins maintain a pres-
ence on the land.
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November 14, 2011. Bedouin encampment beside a sea-
sonal stream in the Aravah desert mountains leading to
the Ramon Crater. In this arid zone, Bedouin herders
search for areas near seasonal waterways in order to tap
into the yearly rainfall, which allows for the growth of
vegetation for their herds to graze. The geological al-
luvium is a loose, unconsolidated soil or sediment that
has been eroded, reshaped by water, and re-deposited
in a non-marine setting. The larger particles of sand and
gravel here are comprised largely of flint.
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November 22, 2011. Evacuated Bedouin homestead of
the Zeno family, of the ‘Azazme tribe, in the unrecog-
nized Bedouin village of Wadi al-Mshash, adjoining the
new ‘Ir HaBahadim [sraeli military mega-base. The larg-
est of the three pens shows the remains of the perimeter
fence of the corral, the entrance to which can be seen
in the bottom of the space. The site is now a closed
military zone with some families of Wadi al-Mshash con-
tained within it. Residents of the village were internally
displaced citizens removed from the Halutza region by
the government in the 1950s. The government plans to
move the residents, once again, to Segev Shalom/Shgéb
al-Salam (Heb./Arabic), one of the townships built for
the relocation and sedentarization of Bedouins, in order
to provide for the further expansion of the military base.
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October 10, 2011. Sown and irrigated wheat fields of
Moshav Yoshivia. The fields are watered by a drip irri-
gation system developed in Israel that enables the water
to be effectively distributed to the root of the plant, thus
economizing in arid areas such as the Negev. The fields
lie between three moshav-type villages built after 1948:
Yoshivia, established in 1950 for immigrants from Algeria;
Zru'a, established in 1953 for immigrants from Morocco;
and Talmei Bilu, also established in 1953, for immigrants
from Kurdistan. They are built on lands previously part
of the villages of al-Muharraqa, al-Gatatwe, and al-'Urdr,
cultivated by the Tiyaha tribe, which was expelled in the
winter of 1948—-49 as part of Operation Yoav. Ownership
of the area is currently claimed by the Bedouins.
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October 10, 2011. Decommissioned British-era muni-
tions storage bases near the Gaza border. The concrete
road that runs through the center was constructed to
connect the armories with an airport that was also built
in Gaza in the early 1940s in anticipation of an attack
by the Germans from North Africa under the command
of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel during WWII. The site
is on the historical Bedouin villages of Abu M'€lek/
Hasanat, of the Tarabin tribe, which were evacuated in
1948. The surrounding fields have been plowed by the
nearby Israeli kibbutz in preparation for planting.
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October 9, 2011. Remains of the demolished home of
‘Awad Abu Hbak, of the ‘Azazme tribe, in the vicinity of
the village of Bir Haddaj. The home was demolished in
2006 and the family forced to move further east. Signs
of heavy vehicles and scouring of the area are visible,
with the structural remains and belongings strewn about
the site. In 1978, Abu Hbak and the other members of
Bir Haddaj were evacuated by the military. In 2004, as
part of the Israeli government’s “Abu Basma Plan” to
sedentarize the Bedouins of the Negev, Bir Haddaj and
eight other Bedouin villages were officially recognized
as Bedouin townships. But with the provisions of the
plan deemed unacceptable to the Bedouins, no family
has purchased land in accordance with the new mandate
of the Israeli law.
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November 14, 2011. Bedouin homestead of the Habsi
family, of the ‘Azazme tribe, in the unrecognized vil-
lage of Rakhma. Tin houses, dirt roads, and a number of
sire are visible, as well as the herds being led along the
top left corner. The village currently has approximately
1,500 residents, a portion of whom have lived here for
generations. After the war of 1948, during which the
majority fled, seventeen families remained. In 1956, the
remaining residents were transferred from the Ovdat/
‘Abdat region as internally displaced citizens. Rakhma
is frequently cited as a village suitable for recognition
by the state. In 2009, the village council turned to Bim-
kom, an Israeli organization established to encourage
democracy and human rights in the field of planning,
for help in arguing for recognition of the village by the
state. Currently an unrecognized village, the homes are
under constant threat of demolition and the village re-
mains without electricity, paved roads, sewage facilities,
or garbage disposal.
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October 9, 2011. Seismic experiment in the outskirts of
Midreshet Ben-Gurion (also known as Midreshet Sde
Boker), the educational center and boarding school in
which the former Prime Minister lived until his death,
and where he and his wife, Paula, are entombed. Reflec-
tion seismology is a method of exploration geophysics
that employs the principles of seismology to estimate
the composition of the earth’s subsurface. The method
is commonly used to probe for oil or more peculiar
substances. The sixteen marks around the concentric
circles are the openings of vertical holes, into which
geological acoustic equipment is lowered. A charge is
then placed in the center hole and detonated, with the
residual reverberations of the blast detected by the pe-
ripheral sensors, forming an image of what lies beneath
the surface.
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October 4, 2011. Plantation work for the Ambassador For-
est organized by the JNF, using the method of “savanniza-
tion”: a mixture of sparsely scattered acacia or eucalyptus
trees with bushes and grass between, as found in the sa-
vannah region. Irrigation comes from long terraces that
collect rainwater, optimizing the water retention. The fields
around the planted area are cultivated by Bedouins, and
are distinguished by the shallow plowing or “scratching”
technique of cultivation. The small spots within the field
show where wheat was collected in previous years. The
forest was planted atop the Bedouin village of Abu ‘Abdin,
of the Tiyaha tribe, evacuated and destroyed in the winter
of 1948. The path, accompanied by a pair of shallow fences
that run diagonally from lower left to top right through the
center of the image, coincides with the planned route of
a railway line, construction of which began in early 2012.
The forested area has since been overridden.
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November 13, 2011. Pitas, targets to simulate enemy (in
this case Egyptian and Syrian) installations in a closed
live-fire training zone. The targets, created by piling up
earth mounds, are reminiscent of the ancient archaeo-
logical remains that are also scattered throughout this
part of the desert. The live-fire zone, established on for-
mer pasturelands of the ‘Azazme tribe, is not far from the
border with Egypt. Large portions of the southern and
western sections of the Negev are considered off-limits
and open only to the Israeli military. These spaces are
intended to seal off the border zone and obstruct the
passage of the Bedouin communities.
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November 13, 2011. Border zone between the Negev and
Egyptian Sinai. The road at top left leads to the border a
few hundred meters away. The white cubic boxes demar-
cate underground communication and power cables that
supply the border fence. The intersecting line is a seismic
test line used for oil exploration. A few kilometers south
of the site, the state runs various prisons, initially for Pal-
estinians from the West Bank and Gaza, later for illegal
migrants. Asylum-seekers from states in which war is on-
going, or from “enemy” states such as Sudan to which Israel
cannot deport, can be detained here indefinitely.
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October 10, 2011. Piles of discarded plastic refuse burn-
ing after the harvest in the outskirts of the Mivtahim
(lit., “safe havens”) moshav. Established on January 7,
1947, by Ha'oved HaTzioni (the Zionist Youth settlement
movement founded in 1936; lit., “The Zionist Worker”),
the moshav took its name from Isaiah 32:18: “And my
people shall abide in a peaceable habitation, and in se-
cure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” During the
1948 Arab-Israeli War, residents evacuated Mivtahim
and joined with residents of Nitzanim (lit., “flower
buds”) to found a new kibbutz. All that remains today of
the original settlement is a security building. This region
of the southern border with Gaza is densely crowded
with moshavim. The space falls within the former Pales-
tinian village and pasturelands of al-Ksar/al-Najamat, of
the Tarabin tribe.
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November 22, 2011. Abandoned ammunitions storage
along the city perimeter of Beersheba. The image shows
the earthwork mounds that protect each storage facility,
and the road that winds between the three sections of
this particular installation, comprised of eighteen sepa-
rate compartments in total. Constructed in the British
Mandate era and subsequently used by the Israelis, the
site was eventually deemed to be too near to the outer
city limits of Beersheba, and was fully vacated in 2004.

& pasiwl yooge @390 2011 oLl 5o GLAI (s 55/ nedss 22
el 5 ud bl Ssusdl sz g dol ) 95508 (g2 LL
Byt ill O3ltng Oltite o -l puylib] IS Byg—all 5 glis
Lgie 0553 -l EM w bkl o catasiy g3 g ysall gLl
oYU 50355 8ys-ake 8 b JLE oo doably 80,40l 8Lal) oda
e LanY dalusial 655 Uyl ClasYl wgs § g8sbl lia puuls
Fey dpad aldl sgusdl e Sl 43 iy Ol U3

2004 oLl § 6505 65 el

,WIMAN NENXS 1apa wnrww wivs anx 2011 panana 22
1oy nHhN AR AR DHYNN LPaw XA Sw i o by
o'pbn awbw 2 bnannn whasn XY L,NONX jpnn 53 by munw
702 MIPAX PNN WY ANAYNH 23N ,ATN DNona onnnn Sw
WIWa 7 191 AKX 10MAan vTIng NMpNa f12) ARa 5an
oPNPI M9 M 2P INKRAY PaAp1 12T Sw 1m10a .oHXw

.2004 nawa 5o nnp X L,paw R bw

31°12'45"N 7/ 35°11'60"E

October 4, 2011. Remains of Bedouin homesteads, south
of Arad, near the unrecognized villages of al-Qur'an and
Qabbi‘a. Both Bedouin and Jewish local residents from
Arad oppose a current government plan to establish a
phosphate quarry on the site, stating health concerns in-
cluding potential exposure to radioactive dust. The Bed-
ouin settlement was evacuated when the Israeli military
established a live-fire zone on the site, which will eventu-
ally be replaced by the mine. In winter people and live-
stock stayed within the enclosures on the lower slope and
in summer they moved to the higher slopes. The earth-
work enclosures below the dirt road that crosses from
left to right were built by the Bedouins around places
where their tents used to stand, for instance on the con-
crete floor within the gun-shaped enclosure on the left.
The raised earthworks above the dirt road show traces of
heavy mechanical equipment, which indicates that they
are military enclosures for live-fire training. At top right a
train of camels can be seen, led by one person.
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30°54'5"N / 34°45'33"E

October 9, 2011. Experimental runoff farm near the Sde
Boker (lit,, “herding fields”) kibbutz. This farm, which
employs ancient Byzantine (previously thought to be
Nabataean) irrigation systems, was created in around
2000 and sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development. The site is a few hundred meters
upstream from the Avdat farm, an experimental farm
that was revitalized and reconstructed from ancient ru-
ins in the 1950s by a team of botanists and archaeol-
ogists led by the Israeli botanist Michael Evenari. The
fields, organized in a grid, have been erected beside the
streambed with an irrigation channel dug through the
middle to direct water through the center of the garden
and along the rimmed rectangular basins—each with a
raised mound at its perimeter to optimize retention. The
farm is still in use although at the time the photograph
was taken it appears quite desolate.
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October 9, 2011. Grading earthworks in preparation for
the new settlement of Carmit, intended to promote the
Judaization of the Negev. The settlement follows the
model of Blueprint Negev, a INF initiative launched in
the 1980s with the aim of bringing a quarter of a mil-
lion members of the Jewish community to settle the Ne-
gev. Israeli and Jewish—American environmental groups
argue that the current development plan strains water
resources, as well as the fragile relationship between
the state and its Bedouin citizens. Less than a kilometer
to the east of the development is the Laqiyye Bedouin
township, established in 1990 as one of the seven offi-
cial townships in the Negev to sedentarize the Bedouins.
Laqgiyye has the lowest average income of all the town-
ships, and is comprised mainly of Bedouins from al-Sani’,
of the Tiyaha tribe, which was present on the land of
Carmit prior to the establishment of the State of Israel.
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October 9, 2011. Sentry post along the Petra—Gaza in-
cense route. The military post, the remains of which
can be seen on top of the mound, was constructed
to provide protection for the camel caravans traveling
along the route. Shallow foot and animal paths can be
seen throughout the space, and two large tracks made
by military and off-road vehicles run around the side of
the post. In the Nabataean era, which was at its height
between the third and second centuries BC, the towns
of Halutza, Mamshit, Ovdat/‘Abdat (Heb./Arabic), and
Shivta, along with associated fortresses in the Negev,
traded incense and spices along a route that extended
more than two thousand miles between southern Arabia
and the Mediterranean. This site lies directly at the cen-
ter of the main route between Petra, the capital of the
Nabataean kingdom in Jordan, and Gaza. Today, these
ruins are used as a marker point for military navigation.
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31°1'20"N / 34°53'3"E

November 22, 2011. Training encampment of soldier
group Unit 12 of The School for Infantry Corps Pro-
fessions and Squad Commanders of the Israeli Defense
Force (IDF). On the hillside to the right, spelled out in
stones, is the prior group’s moniker, “Lions.” The site is in
the southern sector of the future Ariel Sharon Training
Complex for the Israeli military, and is currently within
a closed military zone. Established in 1974, the school is
responsible for the training of all Infantry Corps squad
commanders and platoon sergeants and comprises three
battalions of fully operational combat troops located in
the Negev.
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31°21'41"N / 34°45'54"E

October 9, 2011. Planting of the GOD TV Forest on the
former land of the Bedouin village of al-Araqgib. GOD
TV, in concert with the JNF, is planting one million trees
in Israel to fulfill their millenarian prophecy to prepare
the land for the return of the messiah. Along the stream-
bed on the top left of the image, in the white area, is an
old Bedouin cistern. In the lower right-hand quadrant
of the image are the remains of the two-room home
of Jaber al-Qawasme, a member of the ‘Alamat tribe,
who fled his home with his family following a massacre
in 1948 nearby. The house was demolished in 1948/49
so as to remove evidence of habitation and to lessen
the impetus for the family to return. Villagers in the
surrounding area fled in rapid succession following the
news, narrated by a survivor, of a massacre of fourteen
Bedouin men by a local Jewish gang in October 1948 in
a house less than a kilometer from this site (the witness
died of his wounds the following day).
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October 9, 2011. Infantry trenches simulating enemy in-
stallations for military maneuvers in a closed military
live-fire zone. The trenches have been carved by a large
bulldozer and the space is marked by tire tracks made by
military vehicles. In the lower right hand corner and at
the center of the frame, ditches in a U-shaped form have
been prepared as tank positions. This was the historic
Bedouin land of al-Mas'udin, of the ‘Azazme tribe, which
was evacuated in the winter of 1948/49.
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November 22, 2011. Impact craters and wreckage of two
Israeli Air Force (IAF) Skyhawk planes used as targets
along a simulated airstrip in the live-fire zone of the Nahal
Masor/Wadi Munshar (Heb./Arabic). The IAF uses dum-
my bombs—weights without explosives or detonation—to
target the airstrip from above and register the accuracy.
The hundreds of pockmarks across the soft surface of the
canyon floor register the bombing runs. This portion of
the Aravah desert lies below sea level and at the base of
the tributaries of the Aravah stream. The nearby Moshav
‘Ein Hatzeva was founded in 1965 by Nahal soldiers to
support Jewish settlement growth throughout Israel, par-
ticularly in the more remote areas of the country. Three
years later, it became a civilian moshav.
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Independence/Nakba consists of a series of sixty-five diptychs—one for each year between 1948 and
2013—that places together portraits of persons from both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and of
gradually increasing age. The double portraits ask us to think not only about the relations that existed
between Israelis and Palestinians before the war—each portrait presents someone who either lived in
Palestine before the founding of the Israeli State or someone whose ancestors did—but also about the
impossible politics of separation that, still today, maintains a distinction between Israeli liberation and
Palestinian catastrophe. This distinction between what, on the Israeli side, is celebrated annually as
Independence Day, and what, on the Palestinian side, is remembered on the same day as a day of ca-
tastrophe, as the “Nakba,” an event whose commemoration has been illegal since 2011. Staging a relation
across a line of division, the portraits invite us to register the enduring bonds that tie the past, the pres-
ent, and the future together: a past that preceded the division between Independence and the Nakba, a
present that still remains haunted and defined by this division, and a possible future that, taking its point
of departure from these bonds, could enable a different and more forgiving tomorrow.

Across the following page spreads, the diptychs progress chronologically from left to right, top to bottom.
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Al-Araqib consists of historical documents and materials, contemporary photographs by Sheikh, and a
video that, together, present a fragmentary history of the village of al-Araqib, which has been destroyed
and rebuilt more than eighty-five times in the ongoing “battle over the Negev,” an Israeli state campaign
whose aim has been to displace Palestinian Bedouins from the northern threshold of the desert. The
video in particular, composed of a selection of clips produced by the villagers themselves, documents
the destruction of the village over time. The shifting demarcations of the land—confirmed by the vari-
ous materials in the vitrine, including land contracts, the different maps and historical traces of earlier
Bedouin settlements, and photographs and documents that record Bedouin presence historically and in
the present—have advanced and receded over the years in response to colonization, cultivation, displace-
ment, urbanization, and even climate change. These materials have appeared in Eyal Weizman’s response
to Sheikh’s Desert Bloom series, an essay that, incorporating historical aerial photographs, contemporary
remote sensing data, state plans, court testimonies, and nineteenth-century travelers’ accounts, explores
the Negev’s threshold as a “shoreline” along which climate change and political conflict are deeply entan-
gled. The collaboration between Weizman and Sheikh, published under the title The Conflict Shoreline:
Colonization as Climate Change in the Negev Desert by Steidl in 2015, has been submitted as evidence for
the “Truth Commission on the Events of 1948—-1960 in the Negev,” an initiative of the NGO Zochrot.
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October 9, 2011. Fenced perimeter of the al-Tari ceme-
tery within the demolished unrecognized Bedouin vil-
lage of al-Araqib. The village was first destroyed by the
[sraeli military and Green Patrol (an environmental para-
military unit) in July 2010, and the remaining families
moved into the fenced-up area of their ancestral cem-
etery. Earthworks around the cemetery were begun by
the JNF immediately following the demolition, in prepa-
ration for the extension of the Ambassador Forest. Six
blue protest tents marking the former habitation have
been erected above the cemetery and within the troughs
prepared for planting by the JNF. In the following two
years, these tents would be demolished more than fifty
times, each time rebuilt by the remaining members of the
al-Tari community. On June 12, 2014, the Israeli Land
Authority (ILA), accompanied by the Security Police and
the JNF, demolished all the remaining dwellings within
the cemetery, leaving only the gravestones and a make-
shift tent used as a mosque. By the end of 2015, there
had been more than 85 demolitions.
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BRITISH IDENTITY CARD OF HAJ] AHMED AL-"UQBI
(NURI AL-"UQBI’S UNCLE), DATED 1948; THE PLACE
OF BUSINESS IS NOTED AS AL-ARAQIB, AL-UQBI
FAMILY ARCHIVE
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PORTRAIT OF HAJ] MUHAMMAD SALEM AL-‘UQBI
(NURI AL-"UQBI’'S GRANDFATHER), AL--UQBI FAMILY
ARCHIVE
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AL-"UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

Material from the al-Ugbi family archive has been submitted
as evidence in a legal battle led by Nari al-Ugbi, a promi-
nent land rights activist who was born in and displaced from
al-‘Araqib. For the trial, al-Uqbi vs. the State of Israel, which be-
gan in 2009, this material was amongst evidence submitted
for al-Ugbi’s family’s ownership of plots in and around al-Ara-
qib. See Weizman and Sheikh, The Conflict Shoreline: Coloniza-
tion as Climate Change in the Negev Desert (Steidl, 2015).
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The Conflict Shoreline: Colonization as Climate Change in the
Negev Desert (Steidl, 2015).
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The Conflict Shoreline: Colonization as Climate Change in the
Negev Desert (Steidl, 2015).

LAND SALES CONTRACT FOR A PLOT IN AL-ARAQIB,
PURCHASED BY MOHAMMAD BEN SALEM AL-KARSHI
AL-"UQBI, 1913, AL--UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

The contract describes the location of the land according
to the surrounding land owners, and its size in feddan (an
Egyptian measuring unit in practice in Gaza), the amount
of money, the procedure of payment (cash in hand from the
seller to the new owner), as well as the rights to use it in the
way the new owner deems proper. The document is signed
by witnesses and dated Hijri 26 Ramadan 1331 (Friday, Au-
gust 29, 1913).
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TITHE TAX, 1950, AL--UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

A receipt addressed to Suleiman Al-Hajj Muhammad
‘Uqbi for the payment of tithe tax on August 28, 1950.
The Hebrew notes explain what is written and that the
purpose of submitting this file to court is to demon-
strate there was Israeli recognition of continuous culti-
vation even after the transition to Israeli rule.
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CALCULATION OF QUANTITIES OF WHEAT
AND BARLEY FOR TAXATION, THE MILITARY
GOVERNMENT, 1953, AL-UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

Wheat 366: 399 — 366 = 33; Barley 632: 652 — 632 =
20; Undisclosed produce: 138: 260 — 138 = 122
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LAND USE AGREEMENT FOR A PLOT AROUND
KARKUR BETWEEN THREE TRIBES, 1883, AL-
‘UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

The first paragraph reads: “All the owners signed at
the bottom declare that the entire part of Karkar is
owned by Hamoud al Wahidi.” The second paragraph
identifies the boundaries of the land, a few kilometers
south of al-‘Araqib, with the signatures of seventeen
sheikhs, owners of the surrounding land, confirming
the boundaries. The handwriting of the political geo-
grapher, Oren Yiftachel, translating elements of the
text for the benefit of the court, is seen in Hebrew on
the document.
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A LOGBOOK KEPT BY THE AL-"UQBIS LISTING
THE VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS SENT DURING
THE NAKBA OF 1948, AS WELL AS OTHER
VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY THE ISRAELI
AUTHORITIES ON THE TRIBE THROUGHOUT
THE YEARS, AL--UQBI FAMILY ARCHIVE

The pages reproduced here, from August 19, 1948 (sec-
ond page, section 6), include the following communica-
tions to the General Governor from the Governor of Bir
Assabi informing him of the fall of the al-Ugbi defenses:
“The Jews have attacked the Mahraqqah area and Al-Hajj
Ibrahim al-"Ugbi’s defense position. The Arab resisted the
Jewish attacks. They attacked with twenty tanks and they
occupied this defensive position. They destroyed, stole
the ammunition and equipment, killed and injured many.
May you live long.”
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A CROP-DUSTER SPRAYING HERBICIDES ON THE
LAND OF ABU KAFF, NEXT TO HURA, ‘ALl ABU
SHKHETA, MARCH 10, 2004

The writing on the photograph reads: “Yet, we will stay
despite what you have burnt.”
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DEMOLITION IN AL-‘ARAQIB
Fazal Sheikh, April 7, 2014

At about 2 p.m., a bulldozer, two police cars, and a green
off-road vehicle of the Green Patrol arrived at al-‘Araqib to
demolish several light structures erected by the community
to mark their claim on the land.
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BAYKAT MUSALLAM AL-QAWASMI AL-ALAMAT, SITE
OF THE 1948 MASSACRE IN AL—‘ARAQTB
Fazal Sheikh, April 14, 2014

The ruins of the house where fourteen Bedouin men were
murdered by Zionist forces lie within a small field now culti-
vated by Bedouins. It has greener shoots because the founda-
tions were left in place and not plowed over. At the time the
photograph was taken, the surrounding wheat fields were
drying out before the harvest.

3=l § 1948 8y320 @850 «Oladall awlsdl] @LM assL
2014 Gl 14 et Jab

& A dosapall Ol U8 e Lo Yoy 14 a8 J3 Gl &,
Slaakl oY Glpasl 58T Olad) ld delyzl oY sudl dodatug pso Ji>
s daoll o) Joie CSIS Bgall Sl o Cyed b Ll Cudy

aslas Jé

1948 nmiwa 7w navn INX ,ARNKGY-5X MORNP-5R 0bom npra
PRIY-5R2
2014 5>1oxa 14 ,'nw SRR

DX MM2IA T2 DX172 022 WY AYIIR MY 12w 020 "Tw
AP DIPN2 APNNYa .0RTA0 T by nys Tynw 10p NTw1 DMXN
oY npa WA XS oW InIRm DnNIPN2 NN MTMONWY 5N AN

JXP D02 NN MIW 1Wwa™Nn ,nnnnn

X Sy nnyran prob nbnpn




72/ Al-Aragib . 31,=))  27pXIP-5X

1SA'089

| 4GYNVLG

|

7
M

i

£V
=
=4
&

Ly

THE AREA OF AL-ARAQIB, IMAGE 5033, RAF
PALESTINE SURVEY SERIES
January 5, 1945

The image size is a x 0.7 reduction of the 9-inch
(22.86-centimeter) negative. Red frames mark the plots
detailed on the following page. (Source: Survey of Israel)
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AL-TURI CEMETERY, AL-ARAQIB
Image 5033, RAF Palestine Survey series, January 5, 1945
(detail 15)
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Left: Image 5033, RAF Palestine Suvey series,
January 5, 1945 (detail 13 on page 72, x12 enlargement)
Right: Fazal Sheikh, April 14, 2014
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AL-TURI CEMETERY, AL-ARAQIB
Fazal Sheikh, April 12, 2014

The grave of al Jaber Sabha in the al-TGri cemetery, al-‘Aragib.
The concrete sign reads Al Jaber. It is, according to Sayah al-
Tdri, the first grave on site, dating to 1914.
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HOUSE OF SULEIMAN MUHAMMAD AL-"UQBI
(NURI AL-UQBI’'S FATHER) IN AL-ARAQIB

Left: (detail 14, x10 enlargement); image 5033, RAF
Palestine Survey series, January 5, 1945
Right: Fazal Sheikh, April 12, 2014

The stone in the image on the right reads: “This is the
house of Suleiman Muhammad al-Ugbi (1914-1993).
The house was built in 1936, and demolished after he
and his clan were expelled in 1951. The house had host-
ed the tribal court in the first years of the Israeli state
until the expulsion.” In the background of the image is
the GOD TV Forest, planted in 2008, the money for
which was donated by an organization that uses the me-
dia to propagate a millenarian theology that foresees all
Jews converting to Christianity or facing an “everlasting
lake of fire.”
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AL-TORI CEMETERY, AL-ARAQIB
Fazal Sheikh, October 9, 2011

The graves at the center of the cemetery are the earliest,
dating to before the establishment of the State of Israel and
the subsequent displacement of the al-Taris. After the dis-
placement, the community still used the cemetery to bury
their dead, and started erecting hard grave stones.
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The material herein is drawn from The Erasure Trilogy, published
by Steidl. This newspaper is distributed free of charge in English,
Arabic, and Hebrew, in order to enable discussion across different
countries, languages, and populations. It is also available to down-
load at fazalsheikh.org, slought.org, and storefrontnews.org.

CONCEPT: Eduardo Cadava, Eva Franch i Gilabert, Aaron
Levy, Fazal Sheikh, Gerhard Steidl, and Duncan Whyte

PHOTOGRAPHS: Fazal Sheikh

INTRODUCTORY TEXTS: drawn from Eduardo Cadava,
Erasures, to be published by Steidl

CAPTIONS: Site references and details of the events in
Memory Trace were compiled by Fazal Sheikh in collabo-
ration with Noga Kadman. Several of the captions for De-
sert Bloom and Al-Araqib incorporate material that also ap-
pears in Eyal Weizman’s essay, in The Conflict Shoreline (Steidl,
2015). Text and image analysis for the Al-Aragib section is
by Eyal Weizman. Information provided in the Memory Trace,
Desert Bloom, and Al-‘Araqib sections herein is the result of ex-
tensive research. Full referencing details, including notes on trans-
literation and acknowledgements, are provided in the respective
volumes within The Erasure Trilogy.

DESIGN: Fazal Sheikh and Duncan Whyte
COPY-EDITING: Shela Sheikh

TRANSLATION (Hebrew and Arabic): Ofer Neiman and
Fady Asleh for Orientation Ltd., Jerusalem

TYPESETTING AND PROOFREADING (Arabic and He-
brew): Michael Komem, Tawfik Gazal, Orientation Ltd., Jerusalem

PHOTOGRAPHS from al-‘Aragib demolitions courtesy of the
community of al-‘Aragib: Sheikh Sayah and Salim al-Tari, Aziz,
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VIDEO PRODUCTION: Petra Beck (concept and edit); Ro-
man Altenburg (graphics); Ramon Orza (sound)
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The Erasure Trilogy emerged from an initial commission from the
This Place project: this-place.org.

With special thanks to Jane P. Watkins, for her commitment to
dialogue and generous support

With gratitude to the wonderful partner institutions who so kind-
ly agreed to support this project:

AL-MA’MAL CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ART
East Jerusalem
almamalfoundation.org

BROOKLYN MUSEUM OF ART
New York
brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/this_place

PACE/MACGILL GALLERY
New York
pacemacgill.com

KHALIL SAKAKINI CULTURAL CENTER
Ramallah
sakakini.org

SLOUGHT FOUNDATION
Philadelphia
slought.org

STOREFRONT FOR ART AND ARCHITECTURE
New York
storefrontnews.org

fazalsheikh.org

odn g5 Steidl Las s s "sonbl A" s 532 0 B9kl 3oL
3 e sl Lol Jal oa iy pally A pmll o pulidls Slone a2l
(oY @ Bge o Jo il IS 8,851 g Buus Oleaizey OLs
fazalsheikh.org  slought.org ,storefrontnews.org

Sl g Jid (B 09, «opdhé (i3 Linl LBISKS 95,l50] 18,58
Coly 809 Wuwiw

b g

Steidl U oo L i oxd sl dBISS 53)150] 3o 8352-ls :dibogll gl
Laaly o8 "8, SIUI 3] " opysb pylsll Jvolily m 8okl gy :oLidsll
"$slmo slaj]" o Ol sy JledlS Logh ge ol s Joid
Steidl) "o Ludl glpall’ gapls JU| CYLas & pobss da81,k 83LLls coidlyalls
Olaglebl.geily JLl Jd oo wBlyll o) H5-alls po5-atll Jl=s (2015
Omde Cosy dge 8,8 o el ouds (Solimmo sLaj] 8,51 5] § o
(Ones9 dagy) ddgall dazilly OUAML Lyt (eg dlalS golll Jvolis
ookl L yad o S G Aade OL3,lls

Caly $5SSlog s Juad e

Gl M 25,00

ol el sl I OLel j3ses dlule (5318 1y plly Aoyl ] doosdl

a3y 5 osnsS Jslinnedlse §—ds3 1y yally dyy 2y psomaly S
el

tleo 3 @rohll pabws ploe gl aodlymll Joal iadlmll pus s5o0
0595 Jlone s Lo cpide ool gy

15351 0las) (pmsalss) §nidl Omaly e(myoulls 8,Sll) Wy s t5audl Ll
(Gg0)

Slo iy oy wgme Dl 1o JSI 5,5 puiit (3w o-b 43LYL
=S Ceale GLb Slhsi (355 Laliald SSalS soskio rs IS SLbag
s Ll ot Ile sy ,38Y (Sl doguils e (s 05 392 oS
oo daml i 3land (3o)9) LB (LS wm Il (JSTle 15 S JUiwb ol
il $)559 «gro-hll ploo Gt ings L o)

SO e gsie & AN Lualll g Cordl Ty okl L
this-place.org

el lgas g Bt 515515 3 o J ool LS ze

29 Al 1 ged e Cudly il dsSl 35 01 Olucwdall Lilizely

olall 5all Jasbl 3y

148 ) eadll

almamalfoundation.org

Ogdl \}355)4 (@5

CITSTRY
brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/this_place

St e / Gl Ao
dis2s8
pacemacgill.com

B Sl Juls S0
el
sakakini.org

"Oolw" duwse
LIS
slought.org

Solosbl Gally (ol Cig )85t
dis2s8
storefrontnews.org

fazalsheikh.org

Srow nxvina "apnnn aeabme” inn omph XD oXamn ommina
obwn XS5 phin xim bTow AxInn STow TR A P AT Py
LM 12 T 5w mrp ward man 5y ,nmap e ,nbax mowa
DMK TS 17 12 1) .MNY NPoDNR Mow

fazalsheikh.org ,slought.org ,storefrontnews.org

,mw OXIXD MD PNX LPNARYM PIXID ANR LANTRD TTIRTIX (DDYND
O™ PIRT STOW TIRM'

‘mw HXIXD oDy

NRYIND MK XYW 0127770 MR TTIRITRA 1pD) :mK1an vopo
S1ow

190X 1172 Mapy'a MYMXnM 0MNKRA Sy YyTRm 0'o1an o
"n7a270 707703 DN NP 0TR AR OY Mwa now SXIRD A
1¥m Smx Sw 1nxna 01 oy mmn omn obon "rpray-bx '

P5nb omben mnn owopo (2015 S1ow) ,"The Conflict Shoreline”
mapy Sw opbna yoinn prnn gpym MR A 1an01 ppxIp-Hx bw
DIPN XM YNNG pnn Sw RN oA 2PNIWONT 1771370 A0 T
0MWR 0122 Xixnd 101 MRS MTm pInynd paia mapn 191 oXOn
aprinn nrnbmo" bw

O™ PIRT T HXIXD (v

MY YW :popv NNy

"n

,"n"pa vk May mHoxry MRS 1M Ay Ay b oan
obwre

o,

bxm ,ohwn? ,"n"ya vk maw 3- 2 MM T LMy
LK1 N ,omp

o501 XD ,PTY ,PRIP-DR N 1pXIY-DXA Mo TInn omibyn
M0-5% X0 ,omn Swm ,ma h L0 YT 1aK

o15p LM OXN N2 PITID NAY RMOS Mmoo wh owab qona
0,00 D 5P LI LJAVIRA 120D LAY MDVORIX IPDIP 1M
P ,PINVOD IR LM N 0N PN 0 NOIRD Dpn LA TN 1 YO N
N9V 170P 120 A0 TANX DTOW TIRN A LT 0 LIRTPOID P D

22K M ;MO-5K NRD ‘T

this-place.org ,“nr mpn” Sw anrea Jinn 1191 npmnn nnabmo
A2 1270 591 ahxeS amannn by orpon .o b N mpina
T VPN THAD DV MKMW ORODI DMwn MTeMN Y25 MpIna

12307 N2 NMIARS 1971 - Snyndx
mmn obwre
almamalfoundation.org

manxd PO PRmn
P M
brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/this_place

Sapn/oma nmba
P m
pacemacgill.com

OKI0 55’ mann o
PPl eant
sakakini.org

0IX5O 1P
hiapapi)
slought.org

AMUPLIIRD MINKRD VAL NVO
PRIALY
storefrontnews.org

fazalsheikh.org

[nside front and inside back cover image:

S 4 9L LN S IB= 1580 ' E

Palestinian side of the Separation Wall on the outskirts of
the Palestinian town of: ‘Anata. The Israeli settlement of
Pisgat Ze'ev lies beyond in-East Jerusalem.
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Front and back cover-image:
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Israeli side of the Separation Wall on the outskirts of Neve
Yaakov and Beit Hanina. Just Beyond -the wall lies the neigh-
borheod of al-Ram, now severed from EastJertisalem.
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